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Jason P. Mitchell, Ph.D. 
 

Office Address 

Department of Psychology 
Harvard University  
Northwest Science Building 290 
52 Oxford Street  
Cambridge, MA 02138 
 
Tel: (617) 384-5875 
Fax: (617) 495-1492 
E-mail: jason_mitchell@harvard.edu 
Web: www.socialneuro.org  

 
 
Education 

B.A., Yale University, 1997, cum laude 
M.S., Yale University, 1997 
M.A., Harvard University, 2001 
Ph.D., Harvard University, 2003 

 
 
Academic appointments 

Graduate training 
• September 1997 – June 2003, Graduate student, Department of Psychology, 

Harvard University (advisor: Daniel Schacter) 
• June 1999 – May 2000, Traveling scholar, Department of Experimental 

Psychology, University of Bristol 
• June 2001 – August 2001,  Visiting scholar, Department of Brain and Psychological 

Sciences, Dartmouth College 
  

Postdoctoral training and teaching 
• June 2003 – June 2006, Postdoctoral fellow, Department of Psychology, Harvard 

University (advisor: Mahzarin Banaji) 
• June 2003 – August 2004, Postdoctoral fellow, Department of Brain and 

Psychological Sciences, Dartmouth College (advisor: Neil Macrae) 
• September 2004 – June 2005, Visiting professor, Department of Brain and 

Psychological Sciences, Dartmouth College 
• August 2005 – June 2006, Visiting scholar, Department of Psychology, Columbia 

University 
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Faculty appointments 
• July 2006 – June 2010, Assistant professor, Department of Psychology, Harvard 

University  
• July 2010 – present, John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social Sciences, 

Department of Psychology, Harvard University  
 
Teaching 

1997/98 
• Teaching Fellow, Social Psychology, Department of Psychology, Harvard 

University  
1998/99 

• Instructor, Contemporary Issues in Psychology (sophomore tutorial), Department of 
Psychology, Harvard University 

2000/01 
• Instructor, Contemporary Issues in Psychology (sophomore tutorial), Department of 

Psychology, Harvard University 
2001/02 

• Teaching fellow, Contemporary Topics in Psychological Research (first-year 
graduate prosem), Department of Psychology, Harvard University 

2002/03 
• Instructor, Contemporary Issues in Psychology (sophomore tutorial), Department of 

Psychology, Harvard University 
• Teaching fellow, Contemporary Topics in Psychological Research (first-year 

graduate prosem), Department of Psychology, Harvard University 
2003/04 

• Course head, Functional Neuroanatomy, Department of Psychology, Harvard 
University 

• Teaching fellow, Contemporary Topics in Psychological Research (first-year 
graduate prosem), Department of Psychology, Harvard University 

2004/05 
• Visiting professor, Functional Neuroanatomy, Department of Psychological and 

Brain Sciences, Dartmouth College 
• Visiting professor, Social Cognition, Department of Psychological and Brain 

Sciences, Dartmouth College 
• Instructor, Contemporary Issues in Psychology (sophomore tutorial), Department of 

Psychology, Harvard University 
• Teaching assistant, Dartmouth Summer Institute in Cognitive Neuroscience, 

Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences, Dartmouth College 
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2005/06 
• Visiting professor, Social Cognition, Department of Psychological and Brain 

Sciences, Dartmouth College 
• Visiting professor, Social Cognition, Department of Psychology, Columbia 

University 
2006/07 

• Introduction to Psychology, Department of Psychology, Harvard University 
2007/08 

• Introduction to Psychology, Department of Psychology, Harvard University 
• Social Cognition, Harvard University Extension School 

2008/09 
• Introduction to Psychology, Department of Psychology, Harvard University 

2010/11 
• Introduction to Psychological Science (Science of Living Systems 20), Department 

of Psychology, Harvard University 
 
 
Professional activities 

Journal editing and reviewing 

• Associate Editor, Cortex, August 2005 – October 2008 

• Co-editor, Brain Research, special issue on social cognitive neuroscience, 2005 

• Consulting Editor, Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience,  January 2006-
present 

• Associate Editor, NeuroImage, July 2006 – August 2009 

• Editorial board member, Psychological Science, January 2009 – present 
Conference and society organizing 

• Organizer, Cognition, Brain, and Behavior brownbag series, Department of 
Psychology, Harvard University, 2000-2003, 2007-2008  

• Organizer, Social cognitive neuroscience small-group meeting, September 28-30, 
2001, Dartmouth College 

• Co-organizer, Social cognitive neuroscience preconference, January 29, 2004, 
Annual meeting of the Society of Personality and Social Psychology, Austin, TX 

• Co-organizer, Social cognitive neuroscience preconference, April 17, 2004, Annual 
meeting of the Cognitive Neuroscience Society, San Francisco, CA 

• Co-organizer, Social cognitive neuroscience preconference, January 19, 2005, 
Annual meeting of the Society of Personality and Social Psychology, New Orleans, 
LA 
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• Co-organizer, Social cognitive neuroscience preconference, April 9, 2005, Annual 
meeting of the Cognitive Neuroscience Society, New York City  

• Founding committee, 2007, Social & Affective Neuroscience Society 

• Organizer, June 6-8, 2008, 2nd Annual meeting of the Social & Affective 
Neuroscience Society, Boston, MA 

• Organizing committee, Oct 9-11, 2009, 3rd Annual meeting of the Social & Affective 
Neuroscience Society, New York City 

• Co-organizer, Jul 13-20, 2010, Biology of Social Cognition V summer school, Cold 
Spring Harbor, NY 

• Organizing committee, Oct 29-31, 2010, 4th Annual meeting of the Social & 
Affective Neuroscience Society, Chicago, IL 

• Program committee, Jan 27-29, 2011, 12th Annual meeting of the Social for 
Personality and Social Psychology, San Antonio, TX 

• Organizer, Jun 13-17, 2011, SYMPOSIA small group meeting, Eastham, MA 

• Co-organizer, Aug 14-21, 2011, Biology of Social Cognition VI summer school, 
Hinxton UK 

  

Honors and fellowships 

• National Science Foundation (NSF) graduate fellowship, April 1998 

• Jacob K. Javits Department of Education graduate fellowship, April 1998 

• National Research Service Award (NRSA) predoctoral fellowship, September 2001 

• APA Science Directorate dissertation research award, December 2002 

• National Research Service Award (NRSA) postdoctoral fellowship, August 2004 

• International Social Cognition Network (ISCON) Early Career Award, 2009 

• Fellow of the Society of Experimental Social Psychology, 2009 

• Janet T. Spence Award for Transformative Early Career Contributions 
(Association for Psychological Science), 2010 

• Clark Award, Harvard University, 2010 

• SAGE Young Scholars Award (Foundation for Social and Personality Psychology), 
2011 

• Troland Research Award (National Academy of Sciences), 2012 
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Peer-reviewed articles 

Mitchell, J. P., Macrae, C. N., & Gilchrist, I. D.  (2002).  Working memory and the suppression 
of reflexive saccades. Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 14, 95-103. 

Macrae, C. N., Mitchell, J. P. & Pendry, L. F. (2002).  What’s in a forename?: Cue familiarity 
and stereotypical thinking. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 38, 186-193. 

Mitchell, J. P., Macrae, C. N, Schooler, J. W., Rowe, A. C., & Milne, A. B. (2002). 
Unintentional remembering: Subliminal cues alter nonconscious memory strategies.  
Memory, 10, 381-388. 

Mitchell, J. P., Heatherton, T. F., & Macrae, C. N.  (2002).  Distinct neural systems subserve 
person and object knowledge.  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 99, 15238-
15243. 

Davachi, L., Mitchell, J. P., & Wagner, A. D.  (2003).  Multiple routes to memory:  Distinct 
medial temporal processes build item and source memories.  Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, 100, 2157-2162 

Grover, V. P., Keel, P. K., & Mitchell, J. P.  (2003).  Gender differences in implicit weight 
identity.  International Journal of Eating Disorders, 34, 125-135.  

Maril, A., Simons, J. S., Mitchell, J. P., Schwartz, B. L., & Schacter, D. L.  (2003).  Feeling-of-
knowing in episodic memory: An event-related fMRI study.  NeuroImage, 18, 827-836. 

Mitchell, J. P., Nosek, B. N., & Banaji, M. R.  (2003).  Contextual variations in implicit 
evaluation.  Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, 132, 455-469. 

Vedhara, K., Wadsworth, E., Norman, P., Searle, A., Mitchell, J. P., Macrae, C. N., O'Mahony, 
M., Kemple, T., Memel, D.  (2004).  Habitual prospective memory in elderly patients with 
Type 2 diabetes: Implications for medication adherence.  Psychology Health & Medicine, 9, 
17-27. 

 Mitchell, J. P., Macrae, C. N., & Banaji, M. R.  (2004).  Encoding-specific effects of social 
cognition on the neural correlates of subsequent memory.  Journal of Neuroscience, 24(21), 
4912-4917. 

 Ambady, N., Paik, S. K., Steele, J., Owen-Smith, A., & Mitchell, J. P. (2004).  Deflecting 
negative self-relevant stereotype activation: The effects of individuation.  Journal of 
Experimental Social Psychology, 40(3), 401-408. 

Mitchell, J. P., Macrae, C. N., & Banaji, M. R.  (2005).  Forming impressions of people versus 
inanimate objects: Social-cognitive processing in the medial prefrontal cortex.  NeuroImage, 
26, 251-257 

Mitchell, J. P., Dodson, C. S., & Schacter, D. L.  (2005).  FMRI evidence for the role of  
recollection in suppressing misattribution errors: The illusory truth effect.  Journal of 
Cognitive Neuroscience, 17(5), 800-810. 
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Mitchell, J. P.  (2005).  The false dichotomy between simulation and theory-theory: The 
argument’s error.  Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 9, 363-364. 

Mitchell, J. P., Banaji, M. R., & Macrae, C. N.  (2005).  The link between social cognition and 
self-referential thought in the medial prefrontal cortex.  Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 
17(8), 1306-1315. 

Mitchell, J. P., Banaji, M. R., & Macrae, C. N.  (2005).  General and specific contributions of the 
medial prefrontal cortex to knowledge about mental states.  NeuroImage, 28, 757-762. 

Lane, K. A., Mitchell, J. P., & Banaji, M. R.  (2005).  Me and my group: Cultural status can 
disrupt cognitive consistency.  Social Cognition 23(4), 353-386.   

Beer, J. S., Mitchell, J. P., & Ochsner, K. N.  (2006).  Special issue: Multiple perspectives on the 
psychological and neural bases of social cognition.   Brain Research, 1079, 1-3. 

Mitchell, J. P.  (2006).  Mentalizing and Marr: An information processing approach to the study 
of social cognition.  Brain Research, 1079, 66-75. 

Mitchell, J. P., Sullivan, A. L., Schacter, D. L., & Budson, A. E. (2006). Misattribution errors in 
Alzheimer’s Disease: The illusory truth effect. Neuropsychology, 20(2), 185-192. 

Mitchell, J. P., Macrae, C. N., & Banaji, M. R.  (2006). Dissociable medial prefrontal 
contributions to judgments of similar and dissimilar others.  Neuron, 50, 655-663. 

Mitchell, J. P., Cloutier, J., Banaji, M. R., & Macrae, C. N.  (2006).  Medial prefrontal 
dissociations during processing of trait diagnostic and nondiagnostic person information.  
Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 1(1), 49-55. 

Mitchell, J. P., Heatherton, T. F., Kelley, W. M., Wyland, C. L., Wegner, D. M., & Macrae, C. 
N.  (2007).  Transient and sustained cognitive control during the suppression of unwanted 
thoughts.  Psychological Science, 18(4), 292-296. 

Mitchell, J. P.  (2008).  Activity in right temporo-parietal junction is not selective for theory-of-
mind.  Cerebral Cortex, 18, 262-271. 

Jenkins, A. C., Macrae, C. N., & Mitchell, J. P. (2008).  Repetition suppression of ventromedial 
prefrontal activity during judgments of self and others.  Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, 105(11), 4507-4512. 

Mitchell, J. P.  (2008).  Contributions of functional neuroimaging to the study of social 
cognition.  Current Directions in Psychological Science, 17, 142-146. 

Ames, D. L., Jenkins, A. C., Banaji, M. R., & Mitchell, J. P. (2008).  Taking another’s 
perspective increases self-referential neural processing.  Psychological Science, 19, 642-644. 

Mitchell, J. P., Ames, D. L., Jenkins, A. C., & Banaji, M. R. (2008).  Neural correlates of 
stereotype application.  Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 21(3), 594-604.  

Mitchell, J. P.  (2009).  Inferences about mental states.  Philosophical Transactions of the Royal 
Society B, 364, 1309-1316.  
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Schiller, D., Freeman, J. B., Mitchell, J. P., Uleman, J. S., & Phelps, E. A.  (2009).  A neural 
mechanism of first impressions.  Nature Neuroscience, 12(4), 508-514.  

Mitchell, J. P. (2009).  Social psychology as a natural kind.  Trends in Cognitive Sciences, 13(6), 
246-251. 

Powell, L. J., Macrae, C. N., Cloutier, J., Metcalfe, J., & Mitchell, J. P.  (2009).  Dissociable 
neural substrates for agentic versus conceptual representations of self.  Journal of Cognitive 
Neuroscience, 22(10). 

Quadflieg, S., Turk, D. J. Waiter, G. D., Mitchell, J. P., Jenkins, A. C., & Macrae, C. N. (2009).  
Exploring the neural correlates of social stereotyping.  Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 
21(8), 1560-1570. 

Jenkins, A. C. & Mitchell, J. P.  (2010).  Mentalizing under uncertainty: Dissociated neural 
responses to ambiguous and unambiguous mental state inferences.  Cerebral Cortex, 20(2), 
404-410.  

Tamir, D. I. & Mitchell, J. P.  (2010).  The neural correlates of anchoring-and-adjustment during 
mentalizing.  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 107(24), 10827-10832. 

Jenkins, A. C. & Mitchell, J. P.  (2010).  Medial prefrontal cortex subserves diverse forms of 
self-reflection.  Social Neuroscience. 

Mitchell, J. P., Schirmer, J., Ames, D. L., & Gilbert, D. T.  (2011).  Medial prefrontal cortex 
predicts intertemporal choice.  Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 23(4), 1-10. 

Waytz, A. & Mitchell, J. P.  (2011).  Two mechanisms for simulating other minds: Dissociations 
between mirroring and self-projection.  Current Directions in Psychological Science, 20(3), 
197-200.    

Tamir, D. I. & Mitchell, J. P.  (2011).  The default network distinguishes construals of proximal 
versus distal events.  Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 23, 2945-2955. 

Contreras, J. M., Banaji, M. R., & Mitchell, J. P.  (2011).  Dissociable neural correlates of 
stereotypes and other forms of semantic knowledge.  Social Cognitive and Affective 
Neuroscience. 

Zaki, J., Schirmer, J., & Mitchell, J.P. (2011).  Social influence modulates the neural 
computation of value.  Psychological Science, 22(7), 894-900  

Miele, D.B., Wager, T.D., Mitchell, J.P., & Metcalfe, J. (2011).  Dissociating neural correlates of 
action monitoring and metacognition of agency.  Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience, 23(11), 
3620-3636.  

Zaki, J. & Mitchell, J.P. (2011).  Equitable decision making is associated with neural markers of 
intrinsic value.  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 108(49), 19761-19766 
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Book chapters 

Schacter, D.L., Chiao, J.Y., & Mitchell, J. P. (2003). The seven sins of memory: Implications for 
the self. In J. LeDoux, J. Debiece, & H. Moss (Eds.) The Self: From Soul to Brain. Annals of 
the New York Academy of Sciences, 1001, 226-239 

 Mitchell, J. P., Mason, M. F., Macrae, C. N., & Banaji, M. R. (2005).  Thinking about people: 
The neural substrates of social cognition.  In J. T.  Cacioppo, P. S. Visser, & C. L. Pickett 
(Eds.)  Social neuroscience: People thinking about people.  Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

Mitchell, J. P. & Heatherton, T. F. (2008).  Components of a social brain.  In M. Gazzaniga, R. 
B. Ivry, & G. R. Mangun (Eds.) Cognitive Neuroscience, 3rd edition.  Cambridge, MA: MIT 
Press. 

Downey, G., Zaki, J., & Mitchell, J. P.  (2008).  Different toolkits for different mind readers: A 
social-cognitive neuroscience perspective on personality and social relationships.  In F. 
Rhodewalt (Ed.), Personality and Social Behavior. New York: Psychology Press. 

Mitchell, J. P.  (2009).  Watching minds interact.  In M. Brockman (Ed.) What's Next: 
Dispatches on the Future of Science.  New York, NY: Vintage Books. 

 Jenkins, A. C. & Mitchell, J. P.  (in press).  How has cognitive neuroscience contributed to 
social psychological theory?  In A. Todorov, S. T. Fiske, & D.  Prentice (Eds.)  Social 
Neuroscience: Toward Understanding the Underpinnings of the Social Mind.  Oxford, UK: 
Oxford University Press. 

 

Extramural Funding 

June 2007 – May 2010: National Science Foundation (BCS 0642448), The neural basis of 
stereotyping, $609,800 (co-PI: Mahzarin Banaji) 

September 2008 – August 2013: National Institute on Aging (R01 AG032780), Cognitive and fMRI 
studies of socio-emotional processing in normal aging, $1,116,200 (co-PI:Randy Buckner) 

September 2010 – August 2012: Templeton Foundation for Positive Neuroscience, Vicarious Neural 
Response to Others as a Basis for Altruistic Behavior, $180,000 (co-PI: Jamil Zaki) 

September 2011 – Aug 2014: National Science Foundation, CRCNS Data Sharing: An open data 
repository for cognitive neuroscience: The Open fMRI Project, $101,535 (PI: Russ Poldrack) 

 

Invited addresses and symposia (2006 onwards) 

2006 

Mar 24th  Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 
Apr 4th University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada 

Apr 7th University of California, Santa Barbara 
Apr 11th Cognitive Neuroscience Society conference, San Francisco, CA 

May 23rd Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 
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Oct 22nd Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel 
Oct 31st Yale University, New Haven, CT 

Dec 4th Columbia University, New York, NY 
Dec 11th National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD 

 
 

2007 
Jan 25th Social Cognition preconference at the Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology annual meeting, Memphis, TN  
Mar 15th  STEP Human Performance Modification conference, McLean, VA 

Apr 21st  Concepts, Action, and Objects: Functional and Neural Perspectives, 
Rovereto Italy  

May 12th  Neural Systems of Social Behavior conference, Austin, TX  
Jun 1st  University of Zürich, Switzerland  

Jun 29th  Summer Institute in Cognitive Neuroscience, UC – Santa Barbara 
Jul 8th  Tel Aviv Meeting on Human Brain Mapping, Tel Aviv, Israel (keynote 

address) 
Aug 10th  Darmouth/Minary small-group meeting, Holderness, NH 

Oct 12th Society of Experimental Social Psychology annual meeting, Chicago IL 
 
2008 

Feb 7th  Social Neuroscience Training preconference at the Society for Personality 
and Social Psychology annual meeting, Albuquerque, NM  

Feb 19th Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY 

Mar 2nd  MIT Social Cognition Workshop, Cambridge, MA 
Mar 13th  Simulating Minds Workshop, Nijmegen, The Netherlands 

Mar 24th  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
Apr 23rd Yale University, New Haven, CT 

Jun 8th  Social & Affective Neuroscience annual meeting, Boston, MA 
Jun 20th  Foundations of Human Social Behavior, University of Zürich, Switzerland 

Jul 9th Summer Institute for Cognitive Neuroscience, Tahoe, CA 
Jul 25th International Congress of Psychology, Berlin, Germany 

Oct 16th Brandeis University, Waltham, MA 
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2009 
Jan 15th  Alpine Brain Imaging Meeting, Champéry, Switzerland 

Jan 28th  Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 
Feb 4th  Haifa Forum for Brain & Behavior, Haifa, Israel 

Feb 7th Society for Personality & Social Psychology annual meeting, Tampa, FL 
Aug 10th Biology of Social Cognition Summer School, Cambridge, UK 

Sep 28th Nerd Nite, Cambridge, MA 
Nov 1st Genoa Science Festival, Genoa, Italy 

Nov 11th University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 
Nov 16th Williams College, Williamstown, MA 

Dec 10th Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 
 
2010 

Jan 27th   Social Cognition preconference at the Society for Personality & Social 
Psychology annual meeting, Las Vegas, NV 

Jan 30th Society for Personality & Social Psychology annual meeting, Las Vegas, 
NV  

Mar 22nd Judge Baker Children’s Center, Boston, MA 

Mar 24th Frontal Lobes 2010, Toronto, Canada 
Apr 12th Center for Brain Science, Harvard University 

May 6th  New York University 
May 14th University of California, Santa Barbara 

Jun 21st Workshop on Social Neuroscience, Ghent, Belgium 
Nov 26th  Neuroleadership Summit, Boston, MA 

 
2011 

Feb 10th    Boston Veterans Administration Hospital 
Feb 25th  Cornell University, Ithaca NY 

Mar 17th Duke University, Durham, NC 
Apr 2nd Society for Research in Child Development annual meeting, Montreal, 

Canada  
Apr 12th The Social Brain, University of Cambridge, UK 

Apr 14th University College London  
May 27th Presidential symposium, Association for Psychological Science annual 
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meeting, Washington DC 
Sep 14th  Columbia University, New York, NY 

Sep 19th Yale University, New Haven, CT 
Sep 27th Princeton University 

Oct 12th University of Southern California 
Nov 10th Columbia University, New York, NY 


