Appendix:

Consent Form
And

Debriefing Sheet



STATEMENT OF INFORMED CONSENT FOR RESEARCH
PARTICIPATION

Marc Hauser, Ph.D., Patricia Deldin, Ph.D., and lan Tomb of the Harvard
University Department of Psychology, are conducting a research project on emotion and
decision-making. To do this, we will measure Skin Conductance Responses
(measurements of the resistance of the skin’s surface) while you participate in a card
game involving wins and losses of play money. To measure these responses, we place
small sensors on the palm of one hand. These sensors are completely painless and do
not puncture or harm the skin in any way. The sensors will be kept in place by a glove.
We expect this research to take approximately 75 minutes of your time.

A computer will collect the measurements/recordings. The computer disks will
be store in a secured location in Dr. Deldin’s laboratory at Harvard University. Only Dr.
Deldin, Dr. Hauser, and trained research assistants will have access to the disks. All
information you give to us is strictly confidential. Your privacy will be carefully protected
in any reports of the findings of this project. No injury or bad effects are expected to
occur as a result of taking part in this research at any time. If you choose to withdraw
later or to not participate now, there will be no consequences for you.

This form is an indication of your voluntary agreement to take part in this study.

If you have any questions or concerns, either now or later, please feel free to ask or
voice them. You may have a copy of this consent form if you wish. You may also
contact Dr. Deldin or lan Tomb at 495-3889 about the project or Harvard University’s
Standing Committee on the Use of Human Subjects in Research at 495-5459 with any
complaints or problems with regards to this project or about your rights as a study
participant.

The researcher of this study has explained to me what | shall do in the study, and |
consent to take part in it. Neither my name nor any other identifying information will be
disclosed to anyone outside this lab. | understand that all information | provide will be
kept strictly confidential.

Further, | understand that participation in the study is voluntary, and that | am free to
withdraw consent and discontinue participation at any time.

Signature Print name Date

Age: Sex:

~For Researcher

Use~




| have discussed with the above procedures, explicitly pointing out
potential risks and discomforts. | have asked whether any questions remain and have
answered these questions to the best of my ability.

Researcher signature: Date: -




The Modified Gambling Task: Debriefing

Thank you for participating in our project.

The main objective of the study in which you just participated was to determine if Skin
Conductance Responses (SCRs) recorded during the task correspond to aspects of the
decision-making process involved. Cognitive psychologists have long speculated on
the role between emotion and decision-making. One particular hypothesis considered
is called the “Somatic Marker Hypothesis,” according to which, automatic bodily
responses (measured by recording SCRs) are necessary for decision-making.

In this study, SCRs were recorded during a task that necessitated “on-the-fly” learning
of the parameters and strategies. It is the purpose of this study to differentiate the
correlation of SCRs with the magnitude of punishment and reward of decks of cards
from the correlation of SCRs with the nature of each deck. In this way, it is hoped that
the Somatic Marker Hypothesis will be rigorously tested.

Thank you again for participating in this project. Without you, our research would be
impossible. Your involvement helps us to better understand the psychology behind
emotion and decision-making.



