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APPOINTMENTS

2008

20052008

20012005

1999

Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Montclair State
University, Montclair, NJ

Postdoctoral Fellow
Laboratory for Developmental Sudies, Department of Psychology,
Harvard University

IGERT Graduate Research Fellow
Department of Cognitive Science, Johns Hopkins University

Visiting Research Assistant
Neurocognitive Development Unit, University College of London

EDUCATION

20012005

20062001

19962000

1999

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD

Ph.D. (joint) in Psychological and Brain Sciences/ Cognitive Science
Cognitive Developmental Psychology

Advisor: BarbaralLandau

Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
M.A. in Psychological and Brain Sciences
Developmental Psychology

Advisor: Rebecca Gomez

Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA
B.A.in Psychology, Summacum Laude
Honor@ Thesis Advisor: Gerald McRoberts

University College of London, London, England
Sudy Abroad, Psychology
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AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2005 National Institute for Child Health and Human Development, Individual
present Ruth L. Kirschstein N ational Research Service Award #5F32HD051197
Scored at 1.3 percentile

20032005 National Science Foundation, Integrative Graduate Education &
Research Training (IGERT) Fellowship

2003 Johns Hopkins University, Krieger School of Arts and Sciences Endow ed
Graduate Student Fellowship

2002 Paula Menyuk Award, Boston University Conference on Language
Development

PUBLICATIONS

Wagner, L., & Lakusta, L. (under review). Using language to navigate the infant mind.
Perspectives on Psychological Science

Lakusta, L., & Carey, S. (under revision). Pre-linguistic encoding of goal paths and
source pathsin motion events. Developmental Science.

Lakusta, L., Wagner, L., O®learn, K., & Landau, B. (2007) Conceptual foundations of
spatial language: Evidence for agoal biasin infants. Language Learning and
Development, 3(3), 179-197.

Lakusta, L., & Landau, B. (2005) Sarting at the end: The importance of goalsin spatial
language. Cognition, 96, 1-33.

Landau, B., & Lakusta, L. (2006) Spatial language and spatial representation:
Autonomy and interaction. In M. Hickmann & S. Roberts (Eds.), Space in
languages: linguistic systems and cognitive categories. Part of the Typological Studies
in Language series. John Benjamin Publishers.

Gomez. R. L., & Lakusta, L. (2004) A first step in form-based category abstraction by
12-month- old infants. Developmental Science, 7(5), 567-58Q

Landau, B., Hoffman, J E., Reiss, J E., Dilks, D. D., Lakusta, L., & Chunyo, G. (2004)
Specialization and breakdown in spatial cognition: Lessonsfrom Williams
syndrome. In C. Morris, H. Lenhoff, & P. Wang (Eds.), Williams-Beuren Syndrome:
Research and Clinical Perspectives. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Thomas, M., Grant, J, Barham, Z., GsoedI, M., Laing, E., Lakusta, L., Tyler, L. K., Grice,
S, Paterson, S, & Karmiloff-Smith, A. (2001) Pag tense formation in Williams
syndrome. Special Issue: Language and Cognitive Processes in Developmental
Disorders, 16(2), 143-176.
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PAPERS IN PREPARATION

Lakusta, L., & Landau. B. (in preparation). Language and memory for motion events:
Origins of the asymmetry between source and goal paths.

Lakusta, L., Dessalegn, B., & Landau, B. (in preparation). Selective impairment of spatial
reorientation in Williams syndrome.

Lakusta, L., Stephens, JP., & Landau, B. (in preparation). Asymmetric goal/ source
encoding in four-year-olds: Evidence from animitation task.

Lakusta, L., Yoshida, H., Landau, B., & Smith, L. (in preparation). Cross-linguistic
evidence for agoal/ source asymmetry: The case of Japanese.

PAPER & POSTER PRESENTATIONS

O®learn, K., Jollie, L., Schroer, E., Lakusta, L., Luna, B. (2008) Impaired processing of
the meaningful parts of avisual scene in autism. Poster presented at the Western
Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, May, Pittsburgh.

Lakusta, L. (2008) InfantsCrategorization of sources and goalsin motion events. Paper
presented at the International Conference on Infant Studies, March, Vancouver,
Canada.

Muentener, P, Lakusta, L., Harper, K., & Carey, S. (200§. Representations of causality
on young children@ causal language. Poster presented at the International
Conference on Infant Studies, March, Vancouver, Canada.

Lakusta, L., Reardon, R., Oakes, L., & Carey, S. (2007) A goal biasin pre-linguistic
thought and language: How strong isthe homology? Paper presented at the
Boston University Conference on Language Development, November, Boston.

Lakusta, L., Dessalegn, B., & Landau, B. (2007). A role for language in reorientation:
Evidence from Williams syndrome. Paper presented at the Cognitive
Development Society, October, Santa Fe.

Lakusta, L., & Landau, B. (2007) Goal biasin language and in non-linguistic motion
event representations. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child
Development, April, Boston.

Lakusta, L., Dessalegn, B., & Landau, B. (2006) Failure to represent geometry in people
with Williams syndrome? Paper presented at the 47" Annual Meeting of the
Psychonomic Society, November, Houston.

Lakusta, L., Dessalegn, B., & Landau, B. (2006) Navigation in Williams syndrome:
Successes and failures. Paper presented at the 11" Annual Professional
Conference on Williams syndrome, July, Richmond.

Lakusta, L., Yoshida, H., Landau, B., & Smith, L. (2006. Cross-linguistic evidence for a
goal/ source asymmetry: The case of Japanese. Poster presented at the
International Conference on Infant Studies, June, Kyoto, Japan.
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Lakusta, L., Wessel, A., & Landau, B. (2006) Goal biasin non-linguistic motion event
representations: Therole of intentionality. Poster presented at the Vision Science
Society Annual Meeting, May, Sarasota.

Lakusta, L. (2006) Conceptual foundations of spatial language: InfantsCrepresentations
of goals and sourcesin motion events. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of
the Eagtern Psychological Association, March, Baltimore.

Lakusta, L., Wessel, A., & Landau, B. (2005) Asymmetriesin motion event
representations. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic
Society, November, Toronto, Canada.

Wagner, L., Lakusta, L., O®learn, K., & Landau, B. (2009. Sources, manners, and goals:
The conceptual foundations of spatial language. Paper presented at the Society
for Research in Child Development, April, Atlanta.

Lakusta, L., Wagner, L., O®learn, K., & Landau, B. (2004. Conceptual foundations of
spatial language: Goals and sources in manner of motion events. Paper presented
at the Boston University Conference on Language Development, November,
Boston.

Lakusta, L., Wagner, L., O® earn Donny, K., & Landau, B. (2004) Conceptual
foundations of spatial language: The importance of goalsin motion events.
Poster presented at the International Conference on Infant Studies, May,
Chicago.

Lakusta, L., Licona, R., & Landau, B. (2004) Gource vulnerability&n normal and
atypical development. Poster presented at the Conference on Human
Development, April, Washington, DC.

Lakusta, L., Licona, R., & Landau, B. (2003) Sources, goals, and the representation of
eventsin language. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child
Development, April, Tampa.

Gomez, R. L., & Lakusta, L. (2002) Probabilistic language learning. Paper presented at
the Boston University Conference on Language Development, November,
Boston.

Lakusta, L., Licona, R., & Landau, B. (2002). The interaction between spatial
representation and spatial language: The language of events. Paper presented
at the Boston University Conference on Language Development, November,
Boston.

McRoberts, G. W., Lakusta, L., McDonough, C., & McKee, A. (2002. Differential bias
during infant gazeto speech and music. Poster presented at the International
Conference on Infant Studies, April, Toronto, Canada.
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INVITED TALKS

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Event Reading Group, Spring 2007
Harvard University, Laboratory for Developmental Sudies, Winter 2007
University of Chicago, Department of Psychology, Winter 2005

Harvard University, Laboratory for Developmental Studies, Fall 2005

Johns Hopkins University, Brown Bag Seminar, Soring 20032005

Johns Hopkins University, Language and Thought course, Fall 2004

Johns Hopkins University, Intro. Developmental N euroscience course, Spring 2003

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

CLASSES TAUGHT
Cognitive Development and Language, Boston University, Fall 2007
Introduction to Psychology Section, Harvard University, Spring 2007

TEACHING FELLOW, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
Introduction to Psychology, Dr. Jason Mitchell, Spring 2007

TEACHING ASSISTANT, JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

Language Development, Dr. Isabelle Barriere, Winter 2004

Written Language, Dr. Brenda Rapp, Fall 2003

Introduction to Human Learning and Memory, Dr. Craig Stark, Soring 2003
Issuesin Mental Health Care and Counseling, Dr. John McComb, Fall 2002

Seep, Arousal, and Altered States of Consciousness, Dr. Richard Allen, Spring 2002
Physiological Psychology, Dr. Linda Gorman, Fall 2001

Motivation, Dr. Herb Petri, Spring 2001

Abnormal Psychology, Dr. Aaron Noonberg, Fall 2000

APPRENTICE TEACHER, LEHIGH UNIVERSITY

Child Development, Dr. Susan Barrett, Fall 1999
Experimental Design and Statistical Analysis, Dr. Martin Richter, Fall 1998

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE

Spatial Learning N etwork, May 2008 present

Co-organizer of the Harvard/ MIT Event Structure reading group, Sept. 2006EM ay 2007
JHU co- organizer Cognitive Science/ Psychology Women in Science group, 2004

JHU Psychological and Brain Sciences Teaching Assistantship Committee, 20012003
JHU Graduate student Psychology Colloguium Representative, 20012002

AD HOC REVIEWER

National Science Foundation, Cognition, Child Development, Cognitive Development,
Brain and Language, Language and Cognitive Processes, Developmental Psychology,
Cognitive Science Society, Boston University Conference on Language Development
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Society for Research in Child Development, Women in Cognitive Science, Cognitive
Development Society, American Psychological Association, American Psychological
Society, Society for Language Development

REFERENCES

Barbara Landau, Ph.D.

Dick and Lydia Todd Professor of Cognitive Science
Department of Cognitive Science

Johns Hopkins University

3400N. Charles &.

Baltimore, MD 21218

phone: (410 516- 5255

email: landau@cogsci.jhu.edu

Susan Carey, Ph.D.

TheHenry A. Morss, X., and Elizabeth W. Morss Professor of Psychology
William James Hall

Harvard University

33Kirkland Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

phone: (617)4953896

email: scarey @vjh.harvard.edu

Paul Smolensky, Ph.D.

Professor of Cognitive Science
Department of Cognitive Science
Johns Hopkins University
3400N. Charles &.

Baltimore, MD 21218

phone: (410 5165114

email: smolensky @rogsci.jhu.edu

Additional reference

Rebecca Gomez, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Psychology
Department of Psychology
University of Arizona

Tucson, Arizona 85721

phone: (521) 621-7432

email: rgomez@u.arizona.edu



