
           
  

 

Harvard Sociology Colloquium Series 

List of Speakers (2004-2011) 

Julia Adams (Yale University) “Post-structuralist Foundations of Social Theory, or the 
Unknown James Coleman” 

Peter Bearman (Columbia University) “Routes into Networks: The Structure of English 
Trade in the East Indies, 1601-1833” 

Mary Blair-Loy (University of California-San Diego) “Culture at Work in a ‘High-
Commitment’ Industry: Gender, Work and Family among Financial Services 
Professionals” 

Kathleen Blee (University of Pittsburgh) “The Making of a Social Movement” 

Karin Knorr Cetina (University of Chicago) “What is a Financial Market?” Evidence from 
the Field of Global Currency Trading” 

Anthony Chen (Northwestern University) “The Fifth Freedom: The Forgotten Origins of 
Affirmative Action in Employment" 

Dalton Conley (New York University) “Can You Ever be Too Rich or Too Thin?: 
Physical Appearance and Social Stratification” 

Wendy Espeland “The History of 10%:  Measurement and the Politics of Gay Identity” 

Glenn Firebaugh (Pennsylvania State University) “The Evolution of Global Income 
Inequality” 

Jeremy Freese (University of Wisconsin-Madison) “Cognitive Ability, Personality, and 
Response to Social Change: The Case of Older Adults Becoming Internet Users” 

Kathleen Gerson (New York University) “Inheriting the Gender Revolution: The 
Unexpected Consequences of Work and Family” 

Todd Gitlin (Columbia University) “Is Comprehensiveness a Pipe Dream?” 

Philip Gorski (Yale University) “Boudieuian Theory and Historical Analysis” 

David Harris (Cornell University) “Engaging the Interracial Family Tree: A 
Multidimensional Perspective on Racial Classification” 



Michael Hout (University of California-Berkeley) “Century of Difference: How Americans 
Increased their Education over the Last 100 Years and Why it Matters” 

Eric Klinenberg (New York University) “The New City Newsroom” 

Nicole Marwell (Columbia University) “Bargaining for Brooklyn: Community 
Organizations in the Entrepreneurial City” 

Doug McAdam (Stanford University) “Burning Down the House’: Race, Politics, the 
Media and the Burning of Churches in the U.S., 1996-2001” 

Calvin Morrill (University of California-Irvine) “Codes of Conflict: Youth Culture and 
Social Organization in a Multiethnic High School” 

Orlando Patterson (Harvard University) "The Obama Effect: The Scope and 
Consequences of Cultural Hybridity in America" 

Mary Pattillo (Northwestern University) “Choice Providers and Choice Makers: 
Disconnects (School and Housing) Choice Policy Frames” 

Kenneth Prewitt (Columbia University) “Does (Should) Racial Counting Have a Future 
in America?” 

Robert Putnam (Harvard University) “Diversity, Equality, Community (Social Capital): 
Some New and Troubling Evidence” 

Martín Sanchez-Jankowski (University of California-Berkeley) “Whither the Poverty 
Neighborhood?” 

William H. Sewell, Jr. (University of Chicago) “Capitalism, the Commodity Form, and 
the Cultural Origins of the French Revolution” 

Sandra Smith (University of California-Berkeley) “Risk, Reputation, and the Stigma of 
Race During the Job Finding Process” 

Chris Uggen (University of Minnesota) “Entries, Exits, and Public Criminologies” 

Andrew G. Walder (Stanford University) “Ambiguity and Choice in Political Movements: 
The Origins of Beijing Red Guard Factionalism” 

William Julius Wilson (Harvard University) “Race and the Social Organization of 
Neighborhoods” 

Roger Waldinger (University of California-Los Angeles) “Rethinking Transnationalism: 
The Cross-Border Dimension 
 
Alford Young, Jr. (University of Michigan) "A Cultural Sociology of Mobility: 
 Interweaving Personal Histories, Personal Projects, and the Perseverance of Race" 



Viviana Zelizer (Princeton University) “Circuits of Care” 

 
 


