
ROBERT J. SAMPSON 
 

Department of Sociology 
Harvard University 
William James Hall 
33 Kirkland Street 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
 

Phone: 617-496-9716 / FAX: 617-496-5794 
Email: rsampson@wjh.harvard.edu

Web:  http://www.wjh.harvard.edu/soc/faculty/sampson/
 

Staff Assistant: Melissa Rico 
        Email:  mrico@wjh.harvard.edu / Phone: 617-495-3849 

 
EDUCATION: 
 
1979/1983 M.A./Ph.D., State University of New York at Albany 
1977  B.A., State University of New York at Buffalo 

         
AWARDS, HONORS, AND FELLOWSHIPS: 
 
2006  Elected Member of the National Academy Sciences (NAS) 
 
2006  Elected Ernest Burgess Fellow, American Academy of Political and Social Sciences  
 
2006 Robert Park Award, Community and Urban Sociology Section, American Sociological 

Association, for “Seeing Disorder” (see publication list) 
 
2005  Inducted as Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (AAAS) 
 
2005-08            Investigator Award, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Program on Health Policy Research 
 
2005                  Albert J. Reiss, Jr. Distinguished Book Award, Crime, Law and Deviance Section, American 

Sociological Association; Outstanding Academic Titles: The Best of the Best in Published 
Scholarship by Choice; and Outstanding Book Award, Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences 
— all for Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives: Delinquent Boys to Age 70 (Harvard, 2003) 

 
2004 Michael J. Hindelang Book Award for Distinguished Scholarly Publication, American Society 

of Criminology, for Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives: Delinquent Boys to Age 70  
 
2002-03 Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, CA 
 
2001     Edwin H. Sutherland Award, presented by the American Society of Criminology for 

outstanding contributions to theory and research by a North American criminologist 
 
2000 Robert Park Award, Community and Urban Sociology Section, American Sociological 

Association, for “Systematic Social Observation of Public Spaces” (see publication list) 
 
1997-98 Fellow, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, CA 
 
1996  Distinguished Alumni Award, State University of New York at Albany Alumni Association  
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1995     Distinguished Scholar Award, American Sociological Association, Crime, Law, and Deviance 

Section, for Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning Points Through Life (Harvard 1993) 
         
1995  Outstanding Book Award, Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, for Crime in the Making
 
1994  Michael J. Hindelang Book Award for Distinguished Scholarly Publication, American Society 

of Criminology, for Crime in the Making
         

1992  Named Fellow of the American Society of Criminology   
 
1992  Elected as Member, Sociological Research Association         
 
1991 Distinguished Alumni Award, Nelson A. Rockefeller Graduate College of Public Affairs and 

Policy, School of Criminal Justice, State University of New York at Albany 
 
1988  Visiting Summer Scholar, National Center for Juvenile Justice, Pittsburgh, PA 

 
1979      State University of New York Summer Fellow at the Inter-University Consortium for Political 

and Social Research, Institute of Social Research, University of Michigan      
 
 
PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Chair, Department of Sociology, Harvard University (July 2005-present) 
 
Henry Ford II Professor of the Social Sciences, Harvard University (2003-present) 
 
Fairfax M. Cone Distinguished Service Professor, University of Chicago (2001-2002) 
 
Lucy Flower Professor in Urban Sociology, University of Chicago (1997-2001) 
 
Professor of Sociology and in the College, University of Chicago (1991-1999)  
 
Senior Research Fellow, American Bar Foundation (1999-2002) 
 
Research Fellow, American Bar Foundation (1994-1999) 
 
Scientific Director, “Project on Human Development in Chicago Neighborhoods,” 1994-present 
 
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Illinois (1988-1991) 
 
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Illinois (1984-1988) 

         
Post-Doctoral Fellow, School of Urban and Public Affairs, Carnegie-Mellon University (1983-1984)   
 
Senior Staff Associate, Columbia University (1981-1983)   
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PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Books, Edited Volumes, and Monographs: 
 
Tyler, Tom, Anthony Braga, Jeffrey Fagan, Tracey Meares, Robert Sampson, and Chris Winship (Eds).  2007.  

Legitimacy and Criminal Justice: A Comparative Perspective.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 
 
Wikström, Per-Olof and Sampson, Robert J. (eds.).   2006.  The Explanation of Crime: Context, Mechanisms, 

and Development.   New York and Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H Laub (special editors). 2005. Developmental Criminology and Its Discontents: 

Trajectories of Crime from Childhood to Old Age.  Annals of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science.   Volume 602, November.  

 
Laub, John and Robert J. Sampson.  2003.  Shared Beginnings, Divergent Lives: Delinquent Boys to Age 70.  

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.  (Paperback edition, January 2006). 
 
Sampson, Robert J., Gregory D. Squires, and Min Zhou.  2001.  How Neighborhoods Matter: The Value of 

Investing at the Local Level.  Washington, D.C.: American Sociological Association.  
 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub.  1993. Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning Points Through 

Life. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.  (Paperback edition, June 1995). 
 

(Translated into Chinese, Peking University Press, 2006.  Also, Chapter 1 reprinted in Crime, edited by 
Robert Crutchfield, George Bridges, and Joseph Weis, Pine Forge Press, 1996; and Chapter 10 reprinted 
in Criminological Theory, edited by Frances Cullen and Robert Agnew, Roxbury Publishing, 1999). 
 

Farrington, David, Robert J. Sampson, and Per-Olof Wikström (eds.).  1993.  Integrating Individual and 
Ecological Aspects on Crime.  Stockholm, Sweden: National Council for Crime Prevention. 

 
Byrne, James and Robert J. Sampson (eds.). 1986. The Social Ecology of Crime.  New York: Springer-Verlag. 
 
Sampson, Robert J., Thomas Castellano, and John H. Laub.  1981.  Juvenile Criminal Behavior and Its 

Relation to Neighborhood Characteristics.  Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office. 
 
 
Articles (* = journal and/or peer reviewed article): 
 
*Sampson, Robert J., Patrick Sharkey and Stephen Raudenbush. 2008.  “Durable Effects of Concentrated 

Disadvantage on Verbal Ability among African-American Children.” Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences (Volume 105, No. 3: 845-853).   Early On-Line Edition: 
http://www.pnas.org/cgi/content/abstract/0710189104v1

Sampson, Robert J. 2008.  “Rethinking Crime and Immigration.” Contexts 7:28-33. 

*Sampson, Robert J. and Patrick Sharkey. Forthcoming.  “Neighborhood Selection and the Social 
Reproduction of Concentrated Racial Inequality.”  Demography.   In press.  

*Sampson, Robert J. 2008.  “’After-School’ Chicago: Space and the City.” Urban Geography. In press. 

Laub, John H., Elaine Eggleston Doherty, and Robert J. Sampson. 2007. “Social Control and Adolescent 
Development: A View from Life-Course Criminology.”  Pp. 173-188 in Approaches to Positive Youth 
Development,  edited by Rainer K. Silbereisen and Richard M. Lerner.  London, U.K.: Sage Publications. 
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*Sampson, Robert J., John H. Laub and Christopher Wimer. 2006.  “Does Marriage Reduce Crime?  A 
Counterfactual Approach to Within-Individual Causal Effects.”  Criminology 44:465-508. 

 
Sampson, Robert J. 2006.  “Open Doors Don’t Invite Criminals: Is Increased Immigration Behind the Drop in 

Crime?”   New York Times (Op-Ed, March 11, 2006). 
http://www.wjh.harvard.edu/soc/faculty/sampson/articles/2006_NYT_OpenDoors.pdf

 
Sampson, Robert J. and Lydia Bean.  2006.  “Cultural Mechanisms and Killing Fields: A Revised Theory of 

Community-Level Racial Inequality.”  Pp. 8-36 in The Many Colors of Crime: Inequalities of Race, 
Ethnicity and Crime in America, edited by Ruth Peterson, Lauren Krivo, and John Hagan.   New York 
and London: New York University Press.  

 
*Sampson, Robert J. and Jeffrey Morenoff. 2006. “Durable Inequality: Spatial Dynamics, Social Processes and 

the Persistence of Poverty in Chicago Neighborhoods.”  Pp. 176-203 in Poverty Traps, edited by Samuel 
Bowles, Steve Durlauf, and Karla Hoff.   Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 

 
 Reprinted  in Social Stratification: Class, Race, and Gender in Sociological Perspective (3rd edition), 

edited by David Grusky.  Boulder, CO: Westview, 2008.  
 
Sampson, Robert J. 2006.  “How Does Community Context Matter?  Social Mechanisms and the Explanation of 

Crime.” Pp. 31-60 in Wikström, Per-Olof and Sampson, Robert J. (editors).   The Explanation of Crime: 
Context, Mechanisms, and Development.  New York and Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press. 

 
Sampson, Robert J.  2006.  “Collective Efficacy Theory: Lessons Learned and Directions for Future Inquiry.” 

Pp. 149-167 in Cullen, Francis T., John Paul Wright, and Kristie Blevins (eds.) Taking Stock: The Status 
of Criminological Theory (Advances in Criminological Theory, Vol. 15). 

 
*Sampson, Robert J., Doug McAdam, Heather MacIndoe, and Simòn Weffer. 2005.  “Civil Society 

Reconsidered: The Durable Nature and Community Structure of Collective Civic Action.”  American 
Journal of Sociology 111: 673-714. 

 
Morenoff, Jeffrey D. and Robert J. Sampson. 2006.  “Constructing Community Indicators of Child Well-Being.”  

In Brett Brown and Kristin Anderson Moore (editors), Key Indicators of Child and Youth Well-being: 
Completing the Picture, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, forthcoming. 

 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub. 2005.  “A Life-Course View of the Development of Crime” and “When 

Prediction Fails: From Crime-Prone Boys to Heterogeneity in Adulthood.”  Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science.   602: 12-45; 73-79. 

 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub. 2005.  “A General Age-Graded Theory of Crime: Lessons Learned and 

the Future of Life-Course Criminology.  Pp. 161-185 in Advances in Criminological Theory (Volume 
13): Testing Integrated Developmental/Life Course Theories of Offending, edited by David Farrington.  

 
*McAdam. Doug, Robert J. Sampson, Simón Weffer-Elizondo, and Heather MacIndoe. 2005.  “’There Will 

Be Fighting in the Streets:’ The Distorting Lens of Social Movement Theory.”  Mobilization 10:1-18. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. “Social Ecology and Collective Efficacy Theory.” 2005.   Pp. 132-140 in The Essential 

Criminology Reader, edited by Stuart Henry and Mark Lanier.  Boulder, CO: Westview. 
 
*Sampson, Robert J., Jeffrey D. Morenoff, and Stephen Raudenbush.  2005.  “Social Anatomy of Racial and 

Ethnic Disparities in Violence.”   American Journal of Public Health 95:224-232.   
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 See also “Surprising Social Factors Linked to Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Youth Violence,” 
http://www.prb.org/Template.cfm?Section=PRB&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&
ContentID=12352    Population Reference Bureau (2005); “Good Waves” in The Boston Globe, January 
1, 2006 ("Ideas" Section, p. 1); “Open Doors Don't Invite Criminals: Is Increased Immigration Behind the 
Drop in Crime?”, New York Times Op-Ed, March 11, 2006, p. A27 
http://www.wjh.harvard.edu/soc/faculty/sampson/articles/2006_NYT_OpenDoors.pdf;  “Do Illegal 
Immigrants Burden the Justice System?”  NPR’s Morning Edition, April 27, 2006 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5365863; “Latinos Nix Violence,” Harvard 
Magazine, http://www.wjh.harvard.edu/soc/faculty/sampson/2006_HarvardMagazine_LatinosNix.pdf; Do 
Immigrants Make us Safer?, by Eyal Press, New York Times Magazine (December 3, 2006); National 
Institute of Justice, Research in Brief, Adolescents, Neighborhoods, and Violence: Recent Findings From 
the Project on Human Development in Chicago Neighborhooods -- 
http://www.wjh.harvard.edu/soc/faculty/sampson/NIJ_ResearchInBriefSept07.pdf

 
*Sampson, Robert J. and Stephen Raudenbush. 2004.  “Seeing Disorder: Neighborhood Stigma and the Social 

Construction of Broken Windows.”   Social Psychology Quarterly 67: 319-342.   
Edited version reprinted as “Neighborhood Stigma and Perceptions of Disorder,” in Focus 24:7-11, 
http://www.irp.wisc.edu/publications/focus/pdfs/foc241b.pdf  

 
 See also http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4520866, “Reconsidering the 'Broken 

Windows' Theory,” featured on NPR’s Morning Edition,  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/articles/A46381-2005Jan29.html?referrer=emailarticle, “A Crack in the Broken-Windows Theory,” 
in the Washington Post;  http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200505/primarysources, “Racial Profiling Writ 
Large,” in the Atlantic Monthly; 
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/ideas/articles/2006/02/19/the_cracks_in_broken_windows/?p1=email
_to_a_friend, “The Crack in ‘Broken Windows’” in the Boston Globe.    

 
Sampson, Robert J.  2004. "Networks and Neighbourhoods: The Implications of Connectivity for Thinking 

about Crime in the Modern City."  Pp. 157-166 in Network Logic: Who Governs in an Interconnected 
World?, edited by Helen McCarthy, Paul Miller, and Paul Skidmore.    London: Demos.   

 
*Sampson, Robert J. 2004. “Neighborhood and Community: Collective Efficacy and Community Safety.”  

New Economy 11: 106-113. 
 
*Eggleston, Elaine, John H. Laub, and Robert J. Sampson.  2004. “Methodological Sensitivities to Latent 

Class Analysis of Long-Term Criminal Trajectories.” Journal of Quantitative Criminology 20: 1-26.  
 
 Sampson, Robert, John H. Laub, and Elaine Eggleston, 2004.  “On the Robustness and Validity of 

Groups.”   (Response to Daniel Nagin).   Journal of Quantitative Criminology 20: 37-42. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. and Jeffrey D. Morenoff.  2004. “Spatial (Dis)Advantage and Homicide in Chicago 

Neighborhoods.”  Pp. 145-170 in Spatially Integrated Social Science, edited by Michael Goodchild and 
Donald Janelle (http://www.csiss.org/best-practices/siss/). New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
*Laub, John H. and Robert J. Sampson. 2004. “Strategies for Bridging the Quantitative and Qualitative 

Divide: Studying Crime Over the Life Course.”  Research in Human Development 1:81-99. 
 
*Raudenbush, Stephen, Chris Johnson, and Robert J. Sampson. 2003.  A Multivariate, Multilevel Rasch Model 

with Application to Self-Reported Criminal Behavior. Sociological Methodology 33: 169-211. 
 
*Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub.  2003.    “Life-Course Desisters? Trajectories of Crime Among 

Delinquent Boys Followed to Age 70.”   Criminology 41: 555-592.  
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 See also: Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub. 2005.  “Seductions of Method: Rejoinder to Nagin and 

Tremblay’s ‘Developmental Trajectory Groups: Fact or Fiction?’”   Criminology 43: 905-913. 
 
Sampson, Robert J.  2003. “Neighborhood-Level Context and Health: Lessons from Sociology.”  Pp. 132-146 

in Neighborhoods and Health, edited by Ichiro Kawachi and Lisa Berkman.  New York: Oxford.  
 
*Sampson, Robert J.  2003. “The Neighborhood Context of Well Being.”  Perspectives in Biology and 

Medicine 46:S53-S73. 
 
Sampson, Robert J.  2003.   “Collective Efficacy” (Volume 1: 205) and “Neighborhoods” (Volume 3: 973-

978) in Encyclopedia of Community.   Thousand Oaks, CA and London, UK: Sage Publications. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub.  2003.  “Desistance from Crime over the Life Course.”   Pp. 295-310 in 

Handbook of the Life Course, edited by Jeylan T. Mortimer and Michael Shanahan.  New York: Kluwer 
Academic/Plenum.  

 
Wikström, Per-Olof and Robert J. Sampson. 2003. “Social Mechanisms of Community Influences on Crime 

and Pathways in Criminality.”    Pp. 118-148 in Causes of Conduct Disorder and Serious Juvenile 
Delinquency, edited by Ben Lahey, Terrie Moffitt and Avshalom Caspi.   New York: Guilford Press. 

 
*Sampson, Robert J.  2002. “Transcending Tradition: New Directions in Community Research, Chicago 

Style.”   Criminology 40: 213-230. 
 
*Sampson, Robert J., J. Morenoff and T. Gannon-Rowley.  2002.   “Assessing Neighborhood Effects: Social 

Processes and New Directions in Research.”  Annual Review of Sociology 28:443-478. 
 
*Sampson, Robert J. 2002.  “Studying Modern Chicago.”  City and Community 1:45-48. 
 
Sampson, Robert J. 2002. “Etiology, Part II.”  In Through the Klaeidoscope: Viewing the Contributions of the 

Behavioral and Social Sciences to Health, edited by Lisa Berkman.  Washington, D.C., National 
Academy Press.  

 
Sampson, Robert J. 2002.  “Sociology of Delinquency.”  International Encyclopedia of the Social and 

Behavioral Sciences.  Oxford, England: Elsevier Science Limited. 
 
Laub, John H. and Robert J. Sampson.  2002.  “Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck’s Unraveling Juvenile 

Delinquency Study: The Lives of 1,000 Boston Men in the Twentieth Century.”  Pp. 61-86 in Looking at 
Lives: American Longitudinal Studies of the Twentieth Century, edited by Erin Phelps, Frank 
Furstenberg Jr., and Anne Colby.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 
Sampson, Robert J. 2002.  “Crime and Public Safety: Insights from Community-Level Perspectives on Social 

Capital.”   Pp. 89-114 in Susan Saegert, J. Phillip Thompson, and Mark Warren, Social Capital in Poor 
Communities.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 
*Sampson, Robert J. 2002.  “Organized for What? Recasting Theories of Social (Dis)Organization.”  Pp. 95-

110 in Advances in Criminological Theory, Volume 10, edited by Elin Waring and David Weisburd. 
 
*Morenoff, Jeffrey, Robert J. Sampson, and Stephen Raudenbush.  2001.  “Neighborhood Inequality, 

Collective Efficacy, and the Spatial Dynamics of Urban Violence.”  Criminology 39:517-560.   
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*Laub, John H. and Robert J. Sampson.  2001.  “Understanding Desistance from Crime.”  Crime and Justice 
(Volume 28: 1-69), edited by Michael Tonry.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 
Sampson Robert J. and Jeffrey Morenoff.  2001.  “Public Health and Safety in Context: Lessons from 

Community-level Theory on Social Capital.”  Pp. 366-389 in Brian Smedley and Leonard Syme (eds.), 
Promoting Health: Intervention Strategies from Social and Behavioral Research.  Washington, D.C: 
National Academy Press. 

 
Sampson, Robert J. 2001.  “How Do Communities Undergird or Undermine Human Development? Relevant 

Contexts and Social Mechanisms.”  Pp. 3-30 in Does It Take a Village? Community Effects on Children, 
Adolescents, and Families, edited by Alan Booth and Nan Crouter.  Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence 
Erlbaum Associates, Publishers.   

 
*Sampson, Robert J. 2000.  “Whither the Sociological Study of Crime?” Annual Review of Sociology 26:711-

714.  
 
*Sampson, Robert J. 2000.  “On the Social Development of Antisocial Behavior: Review Essay.”  Social 

Development 9: 565-568. 
 
*Sampson, Robert J. 2000. “Crime, Criminals, and Cures: Medical Model Revisited.”  Journal of Personality 

68:606-613. 
 
Sampson, Robert J.  2000.  “The Neighborhood Context of Investing in Children: Facilitating Mechanisms and 

Undermining Risks.”  Pp. 205-227 in Securing the Future for Children, edited by Sheldon Danziger and 
Jane Waldfogel.  New York: Russell Sage Foundation.    

 
Sampson, Robert J.  2000. “A Neighborhood-level Perspective on Social Change and the Social Control of 

Adolescent Delinquency.”  Pp. 178-190 in Negotiating Adolescence in Times of Social Change, edited by 
Lisa Crockett and Rainer Silbereisen.  New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 
*Sampson, Robert J. and Steve Raudenbush. 1999. “Systematic Social Observation of Public Spaces: A New 

Look at Disorder in Urban Neighborhoods.”  American Journal of Sociology 105: 603-651. 
 
 Reprinted (excerpt) as “Disorder in Urban Neighborhoods—Does It Lead to Crime?”  Research Brief 

Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice, February 2001.    
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/nij/pubs-sum/186049.htm

 
 Reprinted (excerpt) in Criminal Justice (7th edition), by Joel Samaha.  Belmont, CA: Thompson, 2005. 
 
*Sampson Robert J. Jeffrey Morenoff, and Felton Earls. 1999.  “Beyond Social Capital: Spatial Dynamics of 

Collective Efficacy for Children.”  American Sociological Review 64: 633-660.   
 

Reprinted in Quantitative Social Science; Benchmarks in Social Research Methods, Sage Publications. 
 
*Raudenbush, Stephen and Robert J. Sampson. 1999.  “’Ecometrics’: Toward A Science of Assessing 

Ecological Settings, with Application to the Systematic Social Observation of Neighborhoods.”   
Sociological Methodology 29:1-41. 

 
*Sampson, Robert J. “Techniques of Research Neutralization.”  Theoretical Criminology 4: 438-451. 
 
*Raudenbush, Stephen and Robert J. Sampson.  1999. “Assessing Direct and Indirect Effects in Multilevel 

Designs with Latent Variables.”  Sociological Methods and Research 28:  123-153. 
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Sampson, Robert J. 1999. “What ‘Community’ Supplies.”  Pp. 241-292 in Urban Problems and Community 

Development, edited by Ronald F. Ferguson and William T. Dickens.  Washington, D.C: Brookings 
Institution Press.  

  
 Reprinted in The Community Development Reader (pp. 163-173).  New York: Routledge (2008). 
  
Laub, John H. and Robert J. Sampson.  1998. “Integrating Quantitative and Qualitative Data.” Pp. 213-230 in 

Methods of Life Course Research: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches, edited by Janet Giele and 
Glen H. Elder, Jr.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

 
*Sampson, Robert J. and Dawn Jeglum Bartusch.  1998. “Legal Cynicism and (Subcultural?) Tolerance of 

Deviance: The Neighborhood Context of Racial Differences.” Law and Society Review 32:777-804. 
 
 Reprinted (excerpt) as “Attitudes Toward Crime, Police, and the Law: Individual and Neighborhood 

Differences.”  (Research Preview, Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of 
Justice, June 1999, FS 000240) 

 
 Reprinted in The International Library of Essays in Law and Society—Crime and Criminal Justice, edited 

by William Lyons, Jr.  Ashgate Publishing Limited , 2005.  
 
Laub, John H. and Robert J. Sampson.   1998.  “The Long-term Reach of Adolescent Competence: 

Socioeconomic Achievement in the Lives of Disadvantaged Men.”  Pp. 89-1112 in The Development of 
Competence and Character Through Life, edited by Anne Colby, Jacquelyn James, and Daniel Hart.  
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 
*Laub, John, Daniel Nagin, and Robert J. Sampson. 1998. “Trajectories of Change in Criminal Offending: 

Good Marriages and the Desistance Process.” American Sociological Review 63:  225-238. 
 
 Reprinted in Gregg Carter (ed.), Empirical Approaches to Sociology.  Allyn and Bacon (2000). 
 
Sampson, Robert J.  1997.  “The Embeddedness of Child and Adolescent Development: A Community-level 

Perspective on Urban Violence.” Pp. 31-77 in Childhood and Violence in the Inner City, edited by Joan 
McCord. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub.  1997. “Unraveling the Social Context of Physique and Delinquency: A 

New Long-term Look at the Gluecks’ Classic Study.”  Pp. 175-188 in Biosocial Bases of Violence, edited 
by A. Raine, P. Brennan, D. Farrington, and S. Mednick (Proceedings of a NATO Advanced Study 
Institute, May 12-21, 1996, Rhodes, Greece).  New York:  Plenum.  

 
*Morenoff, Jeffrey and Robert J. Sampson. 1997. “Violent Crime and the Spatial Dynamics of Neighborhood  

Transition: Chicago, 1970-1990.” Social Forces 76: 31-64. 
 
*Sampson, Robert J., Stephen Raudenbush, and Felton Earls. 1997. “Neighborhoods and Violent Crime: A 

Multilevel Study of Collective Efficacy.”  Science 277: 918-24. 
 
 Reprinted in Ichiro Kawachi (ed.), Society and Population Health (2000). 
 
 Reprinted in Tim Hope (ed.) Perspectives on Crime Reduction. Hampshire, UK: Ashgate (2000). 
 
 Reprinted (revised version) in Currents in Criminology (vol. 1), Edited by Robert Nash Parker.  Stanford: 

Stanford University Press (forthcoming). 
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 Reprinted (excerpt) as “Neighborhood Collective Efficacy—Does It Help Reduce Violence?” (Research 

Preview, Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice, April 1998, FS 
000203) 

 
Sampson, Robert J. and Jeffrey Morenoff.  1997.  “Ecological Perspectives on the Neighborhood Context of 

Urban Poverty: Past and Present.” Pp. 1-22 in Neighborhood Poverty: Policy Implications in Studying 
Neighborhoods, edited by J. Brooks-Gunn, G.J. Duncan, and L. Aber. New York: Russell Sage 
Foundation. 

 
*Sampson, Robert J. 1997.“Collective Regulation of Adolescent Misbehavior: Validation Results from Eighty 

Chicago Neighborhoods.” Journal of Adolescent Research 12: 227-244. 
 
*Sampson, Robert J. and Janet L. Lauritsen. 1997. “Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Crime and Criminal 

Justice in the United States.”  Pp. 311-374 In Ethnicity, Crime, and Immigration: Comparative and Cross-
National Perspectives, edited by Michael Tonry.  Volume 21 of Crime and Justice.  Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press. 

 
*Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub. 1997. “A Life-Course Theory of Cumulative Disadvantage and the 

Stability of Delinquency.” Pp. 133-161 in Developmental Theories of Crime and Delinquency (Advances 
in Criminological   Theory, Volume 7), edited by Terence P. Thornberry.  New Brunswick, NJ: 
Transaction. 

 
*Elliott, Delbert, William Julius Wilson, David Huizinga, Robert J. Sampson, Amanda Elliott and Bruce 

Rankin. 1996.  “Effects of Neighborhood Disadvantage on Adolescent Development.”  Journal of 
Research in Crime and Delinquency 33: 389-426. 
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