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EDUCATION 
 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY — Ph.D.  Sociology, June, 1999.  M.A.  Sociology, 1996.   
 
HARVARD COLLEGE  — A.B. Magna Cum Laude in Social Studies, 1993.   
 
THE CURTIS INSTITUTE OF MUSIC — Orchestral Studies (Trumpet), 1988-1989.   
 

EMPLOYMENT 
 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY  
  
 John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Social Sciences, 2003-present.  

Director of Undergraduate Studies (Head Tutor), 2006-present.   
 Assistant Professor, 1999-2003. 

 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY  

  
 Lecturer, Department of Sociology, 1998-1999. 
 

RESEARCH AREAS AND TEACHING INTERESTS 
  

Comparative/Historical Sociology; Sociology of Culture; Sociology of Law; Political Sociology. 
 

PUBLICATIONS Ñ  BOOKS 
 
Forthcoming The Origins of Canadian and American Political Differences (Harvard 

University Press, 2008).   
 
2002 For The Common Good?  American Civic Life and the Golden Age of 

Fraternity (Oxford University Press). 
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PUBLICATIONS Ñ  PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES  
 
Forthcoming “Corporate Law and the Sovereignty of States,” American Sociological Review (June, 

2008).   
 
Cond. Accept “Are American Evangelicals More Politically Conservative than Canadian 

Evangelicals? An Empirical Investigation Using Multiple Data Sources,” with 
Lydia Bean and Marco Gonzalez.  Canadian Journal of Sociology. 

 
2005 “Cross-National Cultural Diffusion: The Global Spread of Cricket,” with 

Orlando Patterson, American Sociological Review, vol. 70 (February): 82-110. 
-American Sociological Association Culture Section Best Article Award, 2006 

 
2004 “Endogenous Explanation in the Sociology of Culture,” Annual Review of 

Sociology, vol. 30:  335-357. 
 
2004 “Social Capital Formation and American Fraternal Association:  New 

Empirical Evidence,” with David Weintraub.  Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History, vol. XXXV,  no.1 (Summer): 1-36. 

 
2004 “Rent-Seeking and Municipal Social Spending:  Data from America’s Early 

Urban-Industrial Age,” Urban Affairs Review, vol. 39, no. 5 (May): 552-588.  
 
2004   “Cultural Capital and the Role of Extracurricular Activities of Girls and Boys 

in the College Attainment Process,” Poetics, vol. 32, no. 2 (April): 145-168.  
 
2002 “The Political Economy of Inter-Denominational Competition in Late 19th 

century American Cities,” Journal of Urban History, vol. 28, no. 4 (May): 
445-465. 

 
2001 “Americans and Their Guns:  Civilian Military Organizations and the 

Destabilization of American National Security,” Studies in American Political 
Development, vol. 15 (Spring): 88-102. 

 
2001 “Rise and Fall of a Nation of Joiners:  The Knights of Labor Revisited,” 

Journal of Interdisciplinary History, vol. 31, no. 4 (Spring):  553-579. 
 
2000  “The Best of the Brightest: Definitions of the Ideal Self among Prize-Winning 

Students,” with Michele Lamont and Michael Moody.  Sociological Forum, 
vol. 15, no. 2: 187-224. 

 
1999 “Groups or Gatherings?  Sources of Political Engagement in 19th century 

American Cities,” with Steven J. Tepper.  Voluntas:  The International 
Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, vol. 10, no. 4 
(December): 299-322. 

 
1999 “Three Views of Associationalism in Nineteenth Century America:  An 

Empirical Examination,” American Journal of Sociology, vol. 104, no. 5 
(March):  1296-1345. 
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1998 “Conflicting Conceptions of Individualism in Contemporary American AIDS 
Policy: A Re-examination of Neo-Institutionalist Analysis,” Theory and 
Society, vol. 27, no. 5 (October): 635-669.   

 
1998 “Politics as Social Learning:  Policy Experts, Political Mobilization, and AIDS 

Preventive Policy,” Journal of Policy History, vol. 10, no. 3:  289-329.   
 

PUBLICATIONS UNDER REVIEW 
 
3rd Review “Environment, Expectations, and Cultural Capital in the College Attainment 

Process:  Application and Admission at Elite and Non-Elite Schools,” with Jay 
Gabler and Nathan Fosse.  Sociology of Education. 

 
2nd review “Tastes, Ties, and Time:  A New (Cultural, Multiplex, and Longitudinal) 

Social Network Dataset Using Facebook.com,” with Kevin Lewis, Marco 
Gonzalez, Andreas Wimmer, and Nicholas Christakis.  Social Networks. 

 
2nd review “The Taste for Privacy:  An Analysis of College Student Privacy Settings in 

the Facebook.com Social Network,” with Kevin Lewis and Nicholas 
Christakis, Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication. 

 
1st  review “History Repeats Itself, Until It Doesn’t:  The ‘Re-Accomplishment of Place’ 

in 20th century Vermont,” with Matthew Kaliner.  American Journal of 
Sociology. 

 
 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS  (not peer-reviewed) 
 
Forthcoming “Town and Country in the Redefinition of State-Federal Power: Canada and 

the United States, 1630-2005,” chapter for an edited volume on The City and 
American Political Development, Richard Dilworth, editor (Routledge, 2009). 

 
2007 “So Bad It’s Good:  The Museum of Bad Art,” Cultural Review, Contexts 

(November), vol. 6, no. 4: 81-4. 
 
2007 “Sacralizing Separatism,” Invited commentary, Sociological Forum, vol. 22, 

no. 4 (December, 2007). 
 
2006 “Chess, Cheerleading, and Chopin:  What Will Get You Into College,” with 

Jay Gabler. Contexts,  vol. 5, no. 2 (Spring): 45-49. 
-Reprinted in The Contexts Reader, W.W. Norton (2007). 

 
2005 “Bowling For Democracy,” with Orlando Patterson.  The New York Times, 

Week In Review Section— Op-Ed page, Sunday, May 1, 2005. 
-Reprinted in International Herald Tribune and in regional newspapers.  
Radio interviews given on BBC and Australian Broadcasting.  Television 
interview for CNBC-India. 
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2005 Invited response to Pamela Paxton’s article, “Trust in Decline?” Contexts,vol. 
4, no. 1. 

 
2004 “Wondrous Oblivion,” film commentary, Boston Jewish Film Festival 

Program Guide, November, 2004. 
 
2004 “In A Diverse World, Fraternity Finds A Place,” Newsday (March 21). 
 
2003 “Book Review: The Voluntary City:  Choice, Community, and Civil Society.  

Edited by David T. Beito, Peter Gordon, and Alexander Tabarrok.  University 
of Michigan Press/The Independent Institute, 2002,” Social Forces, vol. 82, no. 
2. 

 
2001 "Book Review:  An American Obsession: Science, Medicine, and 

Homosexuality in Modern Society, by Jennifer Terry.  Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1999,"  Contemporary Sociology, vol. 30, no. 1 (January): 30-
31. 

 
1999 “American Exceptionalism?  Book Symposium with a response by the author: 

The People’s Lobby (Elisabeth Clemens, University of Chicago Press, 1997),”  
Newsletter of the Comparative-Historical Section of the American Sociological 
Association, vol. 12, no. 1 (Winter). 

 
1998          “Book Review:  Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors, and the 

Politics of Prenatal Drug Exposure, by Laura E. Gómez.  Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 1997,”  Contemporary Sociology, vol. 27, no. 6, 
(November): 646-647. 

 
1997 “Computers and Cultural Studies,” Newsletter of the Sociology of Culture 

Section of the American Sociological Association, vol. 11, no. 3-4 (Spring-
Summer):  10-14. 

 
1997 “Book Review:  Impure Science:  AIDS, Activism, and the Politics of 

Knowledge, by Steven Epstein.  Berkeley:  University of California Press, 
1996,” Mobilization, 2(2): 252-3.  

 
1995 “Book Review:  Cream of the Crop:  The Importance of Elite Education in the 

Decade After College, by Herant Katchadourian and John Boli.  New York:  
Basic Books, 1994,”  Contemporary Sociology, 24(6):  795-6. 

 

OTHER PAPERS AND MANUSCRIPTS (including works in progress) 
 
Preliminary Prohibited:  A Social History of Drink, Drugs, and Deviance Before, During, 

and After Prohibition.  Full-length book manuscript on liquor law and the 
leisure industry in American cities, 1900-1940. 

 
Preliminary Semi-Popular Music.  Book ms., with Evan Ziporyn. 
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2003 “Cultural Capital and Academic Evaluation:  An Interactionist Perspective,” 
Working Paper, Dept. of Sociology, Harvard University. 

 
2001 "Diversity, Choice, and The Micro-Macro Link: An Ecological Approach to 

Cultural Analysis."  Unpublished paper, Department of Sociology, Harvard 
University. 

 
1999 Sometimes Civil Society:  Urban Development, Municipal Politics, and the 

Impact of the Communications Revolution on 19th century American Cities.  
PhD dissertation, Princeton University, Dept. of Sociology. 

 
1994 “Trigonometry and Labor Market Success,” with Professor Aage B. Sorensen.  

Unpublished manuscript, Harvard University, Department of Sociology, 1994. 
 
1993 “Fight The Power!?:  Rap Music and the Political Potential of Popular 

Culture,” Unpublished Senior Honors Essay, Harvard University, Committee 
on Degrees in Social Studies, 1993.  Nominated for Hoopes Prize. 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

Teaching Awards Ñ  Harvard University 
 
Honorable Mention for Everett Mendelsohn Excellence in 
Mentoring Award,  Harvard University Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences.  2006, 2008.   
 
Advised Hoopes Award-winning senior thesis by sociology 
concentrator Carrol Chang on the experiences of North Korean 
defectors living in Seoul, South Korea.  2004. 
 
Voted one of Harvard’s “favorite professors” by the graduating 
Class of 2003.  Featured in 2003 yearbook. 

Recipient of the 2001 George Kahrl Award in Sociology  “in recognition of 
outstanding commitment to undergraduate education, enthusiasm for students, 
and scholarly guidance.” 

Advised Albert M. Fulton, Class of 1897 Prize-winning thesis by Elizabeth 
Walker on AIDS & Breastfeeding practices in Northeast Brazil.  2001. 

Innovation Award for Teaching:  Funding for preparation of a new course 
called 'Media and the American Mind'.  2000. 

Awards for Research and Scholarship 

2006 AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION.  Culture Section, Best 
Article Award (co-winner), 2006. 
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2006 COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY.  Law & Humanities Interdisciplinary Junior 
Scholar Workshop Award.  Paper competition/conference held at USC Center 
for Law, History, and Culture, Los Angeles, California.   June 5-7, 2006. 

2004 PROJECT CONNECT.  Canadian federal program to encourage study of 
Canada at American Universities.  Invited participant in 1st annual CONNECT 
seminar, Ottawa, Ontario, July 26-30, 2004. 

2004 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Harvard Academy for International and Area 
Studies.  Junior Faculty Research Grant, $4,160.   Grant for fieldwork on the 
comparative sociology of avant-garde and neo-traditional music in Indonesia 
and the United States. 

2004 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs.  
Individual faculty grant, $2,500 for author’s workshop conference on book-in-
progress (Institutional Origins of American Exceptionalism: The United States 
and Canada, 1578-1979). 

2004 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Center for American Political Studies (CAPS).  
Junior faculty research grant for project on the changing political cultures of 
Vermont and New Hampshire (with graduate student Matthew Kaliner). 

2002 HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL.  William F. Milton Fund grant of $32,760 
for travel to research archives in the United States and Canada.  Project title:  
“Exporting State Capacity:  Western Settlement in the United States and 
Canada.” 

 
2000 CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDY IN THE BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 

(Stanford, CA), Fellowship for Participation in the 2000 Mellon/CASBS 
Summer Institute on Contentious Politics: Seeking Causes (Directors — 
Charles Tilly and Douglas McAdam). 

 
1999 COMPARATIVE-HISTORICAL SOCIOLOGY SECTION OF THE 

AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1999 Reinhard Bendix Prize 
for Best Graduate Student Paper — “Three Views of Associationalism in 
Nineteenth century America.” 

 
1998-99 NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION, Dissertation Improvement Grant, 

1998-1999.  (Principal Investigator — Frank Dobbin.) 
 
1998 ASSOCIATION FOR RESEARCH ON NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 

AND VOLUNTARY ACTION (ARNOVA), Emerging Scholar Award. 
 
1996-98 PRINCETON SOCIETY OF FELLOWS, Woodrow Wilson Fellowship.   
 
1997 COUNCIL ON REGIONAL STUDIES, Princeton University, Summer Travel 

Grant.  Used for dissertation research at the British Library (London, England) 
and the Bibliotheque Nationale-Richelieu (Paris, France). 

 
1994-97 NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION, Graduate Fellowship, 1994-1997. 
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1994 CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN FRENCH STUDIES, Princeton University, 
Grant for Summer Language Training, Institute for American Universities, 
Aix-en-Provence, France, 1994. 

 
 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE/ADMINISTRATION Ñ  HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
 
2006-2007 -Head Tutor, Department of Sociology 
 -Committee on Special Concentrations 

-Faculty associate, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs (Canada 
Seminar). 
-Faculty associate, Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Scholars Program. 
-Faculty Associate, Center for American Political Studies (CAPS). 

 
2005-2006 -Faculty Council (FAS) — One year appointment as untenured social scientist. 

-FAS Committee on Graduate Education (CGE). 
-Committee on Special Concentrations. 
-Board of Freshman Advisors (met and advised one student throughout her 
freshman year). 
-Faculty associate, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs (Canada 
Seminar). 
-Faculty associate, Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Scholars Program. 
-Faculty Associate, Center for American Political Studies (CAPS). 
-Dept. of Sociology:  Committee on Undergraduate Education; Junior Faculty 
Search Committee. 
 

2004-2005 On sabbatical. 
 
2003-2004 -Curricular Review Committee on General Education  (invited by Dean of 

Undergraduate Education to serve on year-long panel reviewing the general 
education requirements at the College). 
-Committee on Freshman Seminars. 
-Board of Freshman Advisors (met and advised two students throughout their 
freshman year). 
-Dept. of Sociology:  Junior Faculty Search and Graduate Written Exam 
committees. 

2000-2001 -GSAS Social Science Junior Faculty Committee on Selecting a New President 
for the University. 
-Dept. of Sociology:  Junior Faculty Search Committee and Committee on 
Undergraduate Degress. 

1999-2000 -GSAS Committee on Merit Fellowships and Graduate Society Dissertation 
Research Fellowships. 
-Dept. of Sociology:  Committee on Higher Degrees and Graduate Admissions 
Committee. 
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DISCIPLINARY SERVICE/ADMINISTRATION 
 
External Reviewer :  Administrative Science Quarterly; American Journal of Sociology; American 

Sociological Review; Contemporary Sociology; Politics & Policy; Social 
Forces; Sociological Forum (editorial board). 

 
2006 VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY CURB CENTER. Creative Campuses 

Research Conference.  Chair of panel on arts, social capital, and social 
tolerance. 

 
2006 AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

-Nominations Committee, Sociology of Culture Section; 
-Best Article Prize Committee, Sociology of Culture Section. 

 
2004-2005      AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

-Nominations Committee, Sociology of Culture Section;  
-Nominations Committee, Comparative-Historical Section;  
-Comparative-Historical Section Book Prize Committee;  
-Co-organizer of section session on “The Framers and the Construction of the 

Post-Independence Order in the United States,” sponsored by ASA sections 
on Political Sociology and Comparative/Historical Sociology. 

-Discussant, Panel on “Social Capital in Philadelphia,” Regional Spotlight 
panel. 

 
2002-2003  AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, Nominations Committee, 

Culture Section. 

COURSES TAUGHT 
 
2002, 2003, 2006 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Sociology 10: Introduction to Sociology 
 
2003, 2004 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Sociology 97: Sophomore Tutorial 
 
2001, 2004, 2005 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Sociology 153:  Media and the American Mind 
2007 
 
2000, 2005 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Freshman Seminar 31: Media, Culture, and 

Society: Origins of the Debate  
 
2000, 2001 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Colloquium on Social Movements, Politics, and 

Religion (workshop for graduate students in sociology, anthropology, and 
government) 

 
1999, 2000 HARVARD UNIVERSITY,  Sociology 130: The Politics of Illness — An 

Integrative Approach to the Study of Health, Medicine, and Politics 
(conference course for undergraduates and graduate students) 
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2000 HARVARD UNIVERSITY,  Sociology 98k:  Applied Research in Historical 

Sociology — Democracy and the Non-Profit Sector in the United States, 1830-
1930 (junior tutorial for Sociology concentrators) 

 
1999, 2003 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Sociology 271: Sociology of Culture (graduate 

seminar). 
 
1998 PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, Lecturer, Sociology 382:  Sociological Research 

Methods, Professor Howard Taylor. 
 
1994, 1995 PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, Preceptor, Sociology 101:  Introduction to 

Sociology, Professor Viviana Zelizer. 
 
1991 HARVARD UNIVERSITY, Teaching Assistant, Science A-18:  Space, Time, 

and Motion, Professor David Layzer.  

 

 

REFERENCES 
 
Professor Frank Dobbin 
Department of Sociology    phone: (617)-496-9091 
530 William James Hall    fax:   (617)-496-5794 
Harvard University     email:  frank_dobbin@harvard.edu 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

Professor Charles Tilly 
405 Fayerweather Hall     phone: (212) 854-2345 
Columbia University     fax:   (212) 854-2963 
New York, NY  10027     email:  ct135@columbia.edu 

Professor Viviana Zelizer 
Department of Sociology    phone:  (609) 258-4531 
104 Wallace Hall     fax: (609) 258-2180 
Princeton University     email:  vzelizer@princeton.edu 
Princeton, NJ  08544 

 


